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queror, since the world existed up to the period of
Mahomet, has invariably imposed. For its proselytes
there was no obligation of denial and revilement of
their former creed; the repetition of a single phrase
was the only form required or pledge exacted.*

The two great faiths with which it stood in
opposition, Judaism and the Greek Church, were
declared to be the models, and their "Book," or
Bible, the fountain of the faith of Islam ; at the same
time it swept away the power and taxes usurped by
the Church, which at that period oppressed the
Christians of the East not less than the political
despotism under which they groaned, while it also
diminished a very large proportion of the religious
observances, penances, and superstitions previously
in force in both religions; preserving in this respect
a happy medium between the conservation of preju-
dices deeply rooted and the destruction of practices
associated with them which had become too onerous
to bear.

It is not at the present day that we can judge of
the effect of a conqueror preaching to his subjects
and a general praying with his men. It is not at

* Gibbon says, " The repetition of a phrase and the loss of a
foreskin," was all that Islam required: but circumcision is not

obligatory.